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SUBJECT: MEMBERSHIP IN INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION 

REF: (A) STATE 110999, (B) STATE 128941, (C) STATE 127607, 

(D) STATE A-2160 

1 . INFORMAL SOUNDINGS OF COSTA RICAN FISHERIES AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICIALS HAVE UNCOVERED GREAT ENTHUSIASM 
FOR CONSERVATION OF WHALES AND OTHER CETACEANS. AS 
REFTEL A CORRECTLY POINTS OUT, COSTA RICA HAS A WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION IN CONSERVATION CIRCLES. 

2. HOWEVER, SAME CONTACTS ALSO REVEALED SPARSE KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE WORK OF THE INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION (IWC) 
AND OF THE MEETING PLANNED IN CANBERRA JUNE 20-24. 

EMBOFF BRIEFLY EXPLAINED THE WORK OF THE IWC AND THEN 
ASKED IF THE IWC WERE AN ORGANIZATION THAT COSTA RICA 
WOULD JOIN IF INVITED. THE ANSWER: YES, BUT WE CANNOT 
AFFORD THE $4,000 CONTRIBUTION. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE AMOUNT IS SMALL, LACK OF 
FUNDS FOR THIS TYPE OF ACTIVITY IS A REAL CONSTRAINT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN JO 02790 171609Z 

IN COSTA RICA. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE THIS YEAR AS 
THE GOVERNMENT IS FACING A SERIOUS DEFICIT THAT MAY 
LEAVE SOME ESSENTIAL DOMESTIC ACTIVITIES UNFINANCED. 
NONETHELESS, EMBASSY WILL PROVIDE COSTA RICANS WITH 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE IWC AND ON THE CANBERRA 
MEETING DRAWING ON REFS C AND D. PERHAPS A FORMAL 
INVITATION TO JOIN THE IWC WOULD UNLOCK A COFFER 
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SOMEWHERE AND COSTA RICA WOULD HAVE THE WHEREWITHAL 
TO JOIN UP. 

KIT DAY 
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